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Being Able to
Give Is a Blessing

October 2024

World Communion Sunday

WWW.LOWERUMC.ORG

October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month

It is more blessed to give than to receive. (Acts
20:35)

Don’t you find more joy in giving than in
receiving? We tend to prefer helping others,
knowing that we can offer assistance,
because giving brings more joy than asking
for help.

Our church is currently running a stewardship
campaign. One of the reasons we are doing 

(Continued on page 2.)

by Rev. Yosub Namgung

Coffee Ministry

Cinderella Project Update

Stewardship Campaign
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October 6

World Communion
Sunday
World Communion Sunday is a
Christian holiday that takes place on
the first Sunday of October each year.
It's a day to celebrate Christian unity
and ecumenical cooperation, and to
remember that Christians are part of a
global community of faith.

(Continued) this is to address the
financial difficulties of the church, but the
more important reason is to learn about
biblical giving and experience how God
works in our lives through our giving.  

The Bible says that "it is more blessed to
give than to receive." When we give, God
pours out His blessings upon us even
more abundantly. When we share, it’s not
that our resources diminish, but rather
that God fills our emptiness in greater
ways. This applies not only to financial
resources but also to time, energy,
service, encouragement, and any other
resources we share with our neighbors,
the church, or the community. When we
give, God blesses our lives even more
richly.

So, we need to practice to live out God’s
word by giving. We test whether God truly
blesses our lives, whether He truly meets
our needs, and whether He truly keeps His
promises. In this way, our faith grows, we
become witnesses of God's work, our
community overflows with joy, and we
become people who positively influence
others.

Being able to give is a blessing. Through
this sharing, we experience the grace of
becoming God’s hands and feet. We also
encounter God working through us.
During this campaign, I pray that as we
give willingly, our church will come to
experience the God who provides for all
our needs and we may share this
wonderful work of God in our lives with
others.

 October Chapel Time
Volunteers

Wednesday, 10/2     Tammie Hogge
Tuesday, 10/8            Donna Will
Wenesday, 10/16       Kate Carey
Tuesday, 10/22          Madonna Frisch

Thank you for
teaching our

preschool
students about

God’s love!



Dear Lower United Methodist Church Family,

As we enter this season of reflection and renewal, we invite you to join us in an
important journey of faith and stewardship. Over the upcoming weeks, during our
Sunday worship services, we will be exploring the blessings and responsibilities of
tithing, the journey of creating a giving pledge, and how our financial support today
defines the future of our ministry.

This campaign is not simply about meeting our church’s financial needs. It is about
deepening our commitment to God, supporting the vital work of our church, and
ensuring that our ministry continues to flourish for generations to come.

 Sunday themes include: 

September 28, 2024 - Overview of the Stewardship Campaign

October 6, 2024 - The Discipline and Blessing of Tithing

October 13, 2024 - Breakfast with Friends (no stewardship focus)

October 20, 2024 - How to Create a Giving Pledge 

October 27, 2024 - Opportunities to Support Lower UMC's Mission

November 3, 2024 - How Supporting Our Church Now Defines Our Ministry in the
Future

In addition to the Sunday presentations, you will receive a giving pledge card that
invites you to prayerfully consider how you can support Lower United Methodist
Church. We ask that you take time to reflect on how your giving can put faith and love
into action and allow us to express God’s grace to all His people.

We are excited about what God has in store for us, and we look forward to walking
this path together.

 In faith and service,
Rosabeth Ward
Church Council Chair
 Lower United Methodist Church
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Stewardship Campaign



We are so blessed to have such great leadership
for our Adult Sunday School! Our teaching series
for the next two months is focusing on the
parables with each teacher choosing their
favorite parable. 

We begin with coffee at 9:15.  Minjung and Mary
Francisco are serving coffees that rival Starbucks!
Pumpkin Spice Latte anyone?!!  Study on the
parables begins at 9:30 and goes until 10:15.

04/09

6     Richard & Joyce Price

9     Wayne & Judy Evans

17     Tom & Laura Holland

23    Michael & Holly Johnston

October
Birthdays

Adult 
Sunday 
School
by Helen Ward

October
Anniversaries

7     Austin Craig Revere
8     Tom Bartron
9     Frances Johnston
18    Ceil Rector
18    Sally Gayle Revere
22    Addie Walker
25    Pierce Lambert
25    Tammy Revere
26    Cynthia Lewis
29    John Fleet, III

mailto:servinglumc@va.metrocast.net


Sunday, October 13th
Bring a dish! Bring a friend!
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Sunday
October 6th and

October 27th

Special Giving
Sunday

Breakfast with
Friends Communion

The United Methodist Church’s
special giving structure ensures
your generosity blesses as many
people as possible in sustainable,
strategic ways. Collection boxes
are being distributed for you to
save your spare change. Your
donation changes the world one
life at a time. 

World Communion Sunday



Joy and appreciation is what our
congregation brought to our three
school clinics to begin their school
year in September! 

Thank you from the Cinderella team:
Margaret Montgomery, Mary
Francisco and Kathleen Noffsinger. 

Here are their comments after the
bountiful delivery:

Thank you for replenishing our cereal
bars and juice boxes. These are great
for those who miss breakfast, have an
early lunch and need an afternoon
snack, or help with low blood sugar for
students with diabetes. We also
appreciate the feminine products,
baby wipes, water bottles and the
chap sticks. Thanks so much, Connie
Bray

Thank you! Marcie Eberline RN, BSN

Thanks for all yall do! We appreciate
your support! Stephanie Wilds
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Cinderella Project
by Margaret Montgomery

Needs for October Include the Following:

Gently used elastic waist
bottoms/pants for the elementary
school-small, medium and large
NutriGrain or cereal bars
Small package of laundry pods (to
wash lost and found items, and
clothes for the kids if they spill or
have an accident at school)
#2 pencils
Pocket/mini packs of tissues ( to hand
out to the kids with mild upper
respiratory symptoms)
Juice boxes
Soft peppermints
Box of Saltine crackers
Table salt
Small cans of ginger ale 
2 aerosols cans of deodorant-may be
used for multiple students
Tampons
Elastic hair ties 



We have started a Coffee Ministry every Wednesday from 7:30 to
9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Halll. It is very exciting to serve preschool

parents, teachers, and even the local community through our
handcrafted coffee. Our mission is to create a welcoming space
where the local community can gather, connect, and experience

God’s love through meaningful interactions. Our vision is to foster a
place of rest and fellowship, offering handcrafted coffee and
beverages, where relationships are built, and acts of service,

kindness, and faith are shared.

For October, we will open on October 2 and we will pause for two
weeks. And, then we will resume October 23. If you like handcrafted
coffee, you are welcome to come and grab one. And, please pray

for this ministry to share the love of God with people in this
community. 
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Preschool
Halloween Party
Volunteers

Coffee Ministry

Need: 8 “GREY GHOSTS” to hand out
Halloween Candy

When: 
Wednesday, October 30, 10:30 -11:15AM 
Thursday, October 31, 10:30 – 11:15AM

Where:  Lower Church
 

Contact: Chyrel Coloff, 804-776-7195



Treasures Report: Kristie reported the current income deficit is $30,963. The average weekly giving
deficit in August was $1,252.

Old Business:

Cemetery:  Johnny Fleet stated there are two more openings in leadership roles. Ceil, our Financial
Secretary, has agreed to serve on the board. There is a need for members of the Church
Administrative Council to serve on the Cemetery board in order to represent the church’s interests
and to connect the church and cemetery communities. It was suggested that either the
Administrative Council Chair or Vice-Chair be the other position to serve. Johnny is in a temporary
leader role until the first organizational meeting in September. Elections need to be done. They
must have a minimum of three members, and a maximum of nine. The 501 c 13 paperwork is done,
and they are ready to take donations. 

History Committee:  Rosabeth provided Cynthia with information to start looking and applying for
historic/preservation grants.

New Business: 

Facility Use and United Women in Faith: Karen Bowman and Margaret Montgomery spoke about
using the church as a headquarters for the Garden Club of Virginia’s Spring tour. The church could
serve as a sight location and may draw more people to the church. There was discussion about
boxed lunch sales by the United Women in Faith to benefit organizations supporting woman and
children in the community. 

(Continued on page 7)
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Notes from the September Council Meeting

Martha Sarah Circle
by Margaret Montgomery

This year the Martha Sarah Circle is all about service to
others! Please mark your calendar and join us on October 8
at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall for our program. If the
Operation Christmas Child boxes arrive in time, we will spend
some time folding the boxes to get them ready for
distribution in October. Thanks to all who ordered pecans for
our mission projects! 
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Nominations and Leadership Development
Committee:  There was discussion on open
leadership positions for 2025 and nominations. 

Finance Committee: There was discussion about
the 2025 budget and items outlined on the 2025
Budget Worksheet. The budget needs to be
finalized at the next Council meeting ahead of the
Charge Conference on November 3rd. A
Stewardship Campaign will begin in earnest.
Rosabeth stated there is a need to present
opportunities for education and pledges. A
Finance Policy has been drafted, managing all
various projects and needs. Painting for the church
will cost over $12,000.  Johnny Fleet moved to use
funds from the Building Investment Account, with a
plan to return the $12,000 back to the Building
Investment Account. Stan seconded the motion.

Preschool Committee: Chyrel Coloff presented
plans discussed for September Breakfast with
Friends with a blessing of the preschool students
and staff. Children and parents have been invited.
Stan discussed the preschool questionnaire for
parents giving good feedback for the preferences
and needs of preschool families in regards to
church.

Breakfast with Our
Preschool Friends

We extended special invitations to our
preschool staff and families for our

Breakfast with Friends and Casual Sunday
Worship Service held September 8th. 

Pastor Yosub extended a special blessing
for the school, staff, students, parents and

Chapel Time volunteers. It was a successful
event enjoyed by all!

Photos Courtesy of Stan Coloff
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

8:30  Choir 
Practice

8:30 Choir 
Practice

9:30 
Breakfast 

with Friends

8:30 Choir 
Practice

10:30 Worship
with 

Communion

10:30 Worship

10:30 
Worship

10:30 Worship
with

Communion

6:00
Council
Meeting

10:00
United

Women in 
Faith

5:00 Prayer
Meeting

5:00 Prayer
Meeting

5:00 Prayer
Meeting

5:00 Prayer
Meeting

6:30 Worship
Committee

Newsletter
Entry

Deadline

29 30 31

5:00 Prayer
Meeting

9:15 Coffee 
Fellowship

9:15 Coffee 
Fellowship

9:30 Adult 
Sunday School

9:30 Adult 
Sunday School

9:15 Coffee 
Fellowship
9:30 Adult 

Sunday School

World
Communion 

Sunday

6:00 New
Member Class

6:00 New
Member

Class

6:00 New
Member

Class

7:30 - 9:00 am 
Coffee Ministry

7:30 - 9:00 am 
Coffee Ministry

7:30 - 9:00 am 
Coffee Ministry



Lower United Methodist Church
PO Box 98
Hartfield, VA 23071

The Lower Light

Lower United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 98
 Hartfield, VA 23071

Contact Us:
804-776-6250    

Email Us:
lumc@va.metrocast.net

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.lowerumc.org

And on Social Media:  
       

Sunday Worship
10:30

Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday

9:00 - 12:00


