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Pray for Our Interim
Pastor, Church Leadership
and Congregation

January 2026
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Church family, as we come together in this season
of transition, let us commit ourselves earnestly and
faithfully to prayer, asking God to guide every step
as we seek a new pastor and as our leadership
carries the weight of discernment and decision-
making. Let us pray for hearts that are humble and
attentive to the Holy Spirit, for wisdom that comes
from above, and for unity that reflects Christ’s love
among us, even when opinions or emotions may
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differ. May we ask the Lord to prepare the
right pastor even now—someone whose
heart is aligned with God’s calling, whose
love for Scripture and for people will
shepherd this congregation with
faithfulness, compassion, and courage. 

At the same time, let us lift up all our
leaders, praying for clarity, patience, and
strength as they pray, listen, evaluate, and
seek God’s will on behalf of the church. Let
us pray that fear, haste, or human
preference would not lead, but that trust in
God’s perfect timing and purpose would
anchor every decision. 

As we pray, may God also prepare us as a
congregation to receive new leadership
with grace, openness, and a renewed
commitment to serve, grow, and glorify Him
together, trusting that the One who has
been faithful in the past will continue to lead
His church into the future.
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Angel Tree Minisitry
Success

by Susan Chaney

The United Methodist Women would
like to thank all of you who

purchased gifts for the Angel Tree
ministry. Thanks to you, we delivered

multiple gifts for 8 individuals to
Social Services. I am sure your gifts

will bring a little extra joy on
Christmas morning.

We are a small group so we depend
on and appreciate your participation

in our ministries. We couldn't do it
without you. 
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United Women in Faith 
Christmas Luncheon
by Margaret Montgomery

On December 10 the United Women of Faith carpooled and met at the Kilmarnock
Inn for a delightful and festive luncheon in the “blue room”. A beautiful Christmas
tree, decorations and delicious menu were enjoyed by all. It was a special occasion
to not only be together, but to thank Kristie Brookshire for her service and
dedication as our Administrative Assistant and to wish Minjung well in their
upcoming move to Nebraska. Thoughtful gifts were shared with them to express
our appreciation and love. 

Please note:
Communion is now held

first Sundays.
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Wednesdays
7:30 - 9:00

Fellowship Hall

FREE
Hand-crafted

coffehouse
drinks.

The Coffee Ministry is
seeking volunteers to help

on Sunday and/or
Wednesday mornings. If you

can help,  please see or
contact Susan Thomas.

December Council Meeting Notes
  

Treasurer’s Reports-Kristie: As of 11/28 the Operating Fund total was 11,632.30.  
Our Tithes and Offerings Income Year to Date was 158,549.78. Transfers YTD was 4,675.00.  
Total Income YTD = 163,224.78. Expenses YTD was 168,928.92. Total Income - Total Expenses
(net) = -5,704.14. Budgeted Income YTD = 175,791.00. Budgeted Income - Actual Income =
-12,566.22. November Giving totaled 14,909.23. Goal to meet budget was 16,900.00. Deficit
of -1,990.77. 

SPPR Report-Stan: Kristie’s Last Day as Administrative Assistant is expected to be 12/31/25.
Emma Massey was hired as the new administrative assistant. Kristie will stay on as the
bookkeeper. An interim pastor is being sought and 1 or possibly 2 candidates are being
interviewed this month. 

Trustees Report-Johnny Fleet: A discussion was had about pulling together a plan and
budget for renovations to the parsonage.  

Practices 
are 

Mondays 
at 6:00

Practices 
are 

Tuesdays 
at 4:30



January
Anniversary

05/05

27   Bob and Jane Hammond

January  Birthdays
3   Tom Holland

6   William Harris

8   Henry Fleet

16   “Cookie” Fleet

20   Donna Will

24   Susan Fleet

31   Ouida Archinal

All women of the church 
are invited to join the

United Women in Faith
meetings on the 

second Wednesdays at 10:30.  

Next Meeting - January 14  @ 10:30th

January 11  @ 9:45th



Senior Pastor -
Church Council Chair –Stan Coloff
Vice Chair of Church Council – Rob Brooks
Lay Leader – Susan Thomas
Recording Secretary – Kate Carey
Chair of Staff Parish-Relations – Stan Coloff
Chair of Finance Committee – Rick Brindle
Chair of Trustees – Johnny Fleet
Church Treasurer – Kate Carey
Finance Secretary - Ceil Rector
Annual Conference Rep. – Ceil Rector
Membership Secretary – Cynthia Lewis
United Methodist Men – John Harris, 

John I. Fleet III
United Women in Faith – Donna Will
History Committee - Genie Saunders
Pre-school Liaison - Olivia Jackson
Scholarship Committee - Madonna Fisch
Council Members At Large - John Groves, 

Sally Gayle Revere
Nominations – 

Pastor
 (2026) Tom Holland, Ceil Rector, 

Dutch Beukenkamp
 (2027) E. G. Fleet, Helen Ward
Lay Leader: Susan Thomas
Staff Parish-Relations Committee – 

Stan Coloff
 (2026) Stan Coloff, Margaret Montgomery
(2027) Susan Chaney, Tom Holland
 
 Lay Leader: Susan Thomas
Trustees – 

(2028) John I. Fleet, III

Johnny Fleet 
(2026) Wayne Evans, Michael Johnston, 

John Harris 
(2027) Sally Gayle Revere, Ceil Rector

 (2028) Tom Holland, Johnny Fleet
Building & Grounds – John Groves
Building Use – Stan Coloff
Parsonage Committee – John Harris
Tom Holland, Sally Gayle Revere
Finance Committee -
Chair - Rick Brindle
Memorials – Sally Gayle Revere
Stewardship - Jon Sears
Finance Secretary – Ceil Rector
Church Treasurer – Kate Carey
Lay Leader – Susan Thomas

 Annual Conf. Rep. – Ceil Rector
Church Council Chair – Stan Coloff
Chair of Staff Parish-Relations Committee – 

Stan Coloff
 Chair of Trustees – Johnny Fleet
Pastor
Nurture Ministries – Helen Ward
Nursery – TBD
Preschool Advisory Board – Robin Atwood
Chyrel Coloff, Natalie Fleet, Olivia Jackson
Sunday School Superintendent – Ceil Rector
Adult Sunday School – TBD
Youth & Vacation Bible School Coordinator 

– Natalie Fleet
Scholarships Committee – Madonna Frisch
Susan Chaney, Patti Larson, Stan Coloff, 

Sue Beukenkamp, John Harris
Outreach Ministries – TBD
Disaster Response Team - John Harris, 

Judy Evans 
Local Mission - Margaret Montgomery, 

Mary Francisco, Dianne Lindsey, Rob
Hardman

Worldly Mission – TBD
Church Prayers – Susan Thomas
Witness Ministries – Donna Will
Worship Committee – Donna Will 

Chris Tiller, Sue Hardman
 • Music Director – Helen Ward
• Communion – Laura Holland, Judy Evans
• Ushers – E. G. Fleet
• Greeters – Susan Thomas
• Acolytes – TBD
• Music Committee – Chair, Helen Ward
 Donna Will, Laura Holland 
Hand Bell Choir – Aaron Ward

Communications: Emma Massey
History Committee – Genie Saunders
Dalton Brownley Jr., Cynthia Lewis
Hospitality – Ceil Rector, Helen E. Ward, 

Cheryl Coloff 

2026 LEADERSHIP
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Lower United Methodist Church - Hartfield VA
Presentation Budget Report

Monday, December 1, 2025
Account # Account Name

Total General Expenses
Insurance Group

Pension Premiums
Property & Liability Insurance Expense

Total Insurance Group
Church Maintenance

Custodial Supplies
Parsonage Maintenance
Church/Social Hall Maintenance
Church Pest Control
Grounds Maintenance Contract
Contract Housekeeping
Church Utilities
Parsonage Utilities

Total Church Maintenance
General Office Supplies

Postage
Copier & Maintenance
Office supplies
Computer Software & Equipment
Telephone/Internet

Total General Office Supplies
Salaries

Minister's Salary
Pastor Reimbursement
Organist
Administrative Assistant
Bookkeeper
Payroll Taxes

Total Salaries

Total Apportionments
York River District

District Administration Fund
Total York River District

Worship Supplies
Flowers
Music Equipment Maintenance
Worship Expense

Total Worship Supplies

212,183.00
37,332.00
37,332.00

1,956.00
1,956.00

500.00
650.00

1,000.00
2,150.00

1,000.00
600.00
50.00

200.00
200.00
700.00

1,300.00
250.00
700.00

5,000.00

8,695.00
14,500.00
23,195.00

950.00
1,500.00

18,000.00
2,600.00
6,000.00

10,700.00
14,000.00
2,800.00

56,550.00

100.00
2,500.00

550.00
1,800.00
2,500.00
7,450.00

44,800.00
4,000.00
8,400.00

12,000.00
7,200.00
2,150.00

78,550.00
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

9:45 Gather

10:30 Worship with 
Wiggle Worship

4:00 Prayer Meeting

28

10:00 Breakfast

8:30 Choir Practice
9:15 Coffee Fellowship

10:30 Worship

8:30 Choir Practice
9:15 Coffee Fellowship
9:30 Adult Sunday School

10:30 Worship with 
Communion

4:00 Prayer Meeting

29 30

5:30 Worship 
Committee

9:30 Adult Sunday School

6:00 
Council 
Meeting

News-
letter
Entry

Dead-
line

10:30 Martha-Sarah 
Circle of United 
Women in Faith 

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God’s 
Aroma Coffee Ministry

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God’s 
Aroma Coffee Ministry

8:30 Choir Practice
9:15 Coffee Fellowship
9:30 Adult Sunday School
10:30 Worship

4:30
Embellish

4:30
Embellish

6:00
Wellspring

6:00
Wellspring

January

31

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God’s 
Aroma Coffee Ministry

4:00 Prayer Meeting

6:00
Wellspring

4:30
Embellish

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God’s 
Aroma Coffee Ministry

4:00 Prayer Meeting



Lower United Methodist Church
PO Box 98
Hartfield, VA 23071

The Lower Light

Lower United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 98
 Hartfield, VA 23071

Contact Us:
804-776-6250    

Email Us:
lumc@va.metrocast.net

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.lowerumc.org

And on Social Media:  
       

Sundays:
Choir Practice 8:30

Coffee Fellowship 9:15
Adult Sunday School 9:30

 Worship 10:30

2nd Sundays:
Gather 9:45

Breakfast with Friends 10:00
Worship 10:30

with Wiggle Worship

Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday

9:00 - 12:00

http://www.lowerumc.org/

