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Operation Christmas Child

Habakkuk 2:3, “For the vision is yet for the 4% 3 Success
appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not
lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, Cinderella Project Update
it will not delay.” (NRSV)

When | was a child, | always looked forward to Love Offering
Christmas. The reason was simple: the presents
placed near my bed on Christmas morning. | still
remember falling asleep on Christmas Eve, eagerly
waiting for Santa to bring a gift the next day.

(Continued on page 2.)



(continued)

And when | woke up and saw the present, |

was overjoyed. For me, Christmas was truly %

a day filled with great anticipation. \ /
| believe many of you also look forward to

the Christmas season. The Christmas trees

decorated in our homes and on the streets,

the music playing on TV, or even Hallmark i)
Christmas movies—all of these add to our / \
excitement. Just thinking about gathering

with family, exchanging gifts, or enjoying a

special moment together brings warm
memories and joyful expectations.

But the real reason we love Christmas goes

much deeper than these traditions.

Christmas is the day when God’s promise to December 2]1st
us was fulfilled. It is the day we clearly see

the truth that the God who loves us chose to

be with us. It is the day when our Savior, the

gift of God who delivers us from all sin, was

born. That is why, whenever we think of

Christmas, we cannot help but feel joy,

gratitude, and hope.

Yet, perhaps some of us feel discouraged
when God’s promises seem slow to come to
pass. At times we may be tempted to doubt
or even to give up. But Christmas reminds
us that God is always faithful. His timing is Pastor Yosub is in Officer Training
perfect, and He surely fulfills His promises in School until December 19". During
our lives. Therefore, we are invited to live that time Rev. Sue Hardman and
each day with hope, trusting in the God who Susan Thomas, Certified Lay

Pastoral_pare

X

never fails. Servant, will be covering the pulpit.

May the joy of Christmas and the assurance If you require pastoral care during
of God's faithful promises fill your heart this that time, please contact either:

season. Rev. Sue Hardman, 703-801-4639 or

Rev. John Choi, 804-384-3521.




Farewell Message from Pastor Yosub

Dear Lower Church Family,

When | was appointed to Lower Church in 202], | believed that God had
a special purpose in leading me here. At that time, | wondered why the
Lord would call me to a church only twenty minutes away from my
previous appointment. Yet over time, | began to see His reasons more
clearly.

Here, my wife and | have received an abundance of love. You have
been patient with our shortcomings, gracious in recognizing even our
small strengths, and generous in inviting us to your tables, praying for
us, and supporting us whenever we were in need. These countless acts
of love and kindness are treasures we will never forget.

| have also learned so much from you. | have seen how you faithfully
serve behind the scenes without seeking recognition, how you care for
the church and your neighbors with humility, how you show gratitude
and encouragement even in small things, and above all, how you listen
to God’s Word earnestly and seek to live it out in your daily lives. All of
these have been a deep inspiration and challenge to me.

Though | cannot personally thank each of you, it has been my great
honor to serve the Lord and this community together with you. | am
also deeply grateful for the precious memories you have given to me
and my wife.

After December 2], | will step away from this ministry. | do not know
what the next journey will hold, but | trust that God will continue to guide
each step through prayer. | ask that you continue to pray for me and
my family, and please know that |, too, will carry you in my prayers.

May the grace and peace of Christ always be with you.
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Floral Design Class Was a Hit! P

All who attended the “Heart of Hartfield” Floral Design class
had a wonderful time making beautiful arrangements and
wreaths. Special thanks to Helen and Aaron Ward for
instruction, and Sue Hardman and Chris Tiller for organizing.
Be on the lookout for information regarding the next “Heart of
Hartfield” class that will be offered.

LUMC

WHERE COMMUNITY GATHERS

Final Collection Date is
12/15.

Look for the collection box in the
office hallway.

New, unwrapped toys.
No toy weapons, please.



6oD'S AROMA

COFFEE MINISTRY

Wednesdays
7:30 - 9:00

Fellowship Hall

FREE
Hand-crafted
coffehouse
drinks.

The Coffee Ministry is
seeking volunteers to help
on Sunday and/or
Wednesday mornings. If you
can help, please see or
contact Susan Thomas.




December
Birthdays

Aaron Ward
Rosabeth Heyman-Ward
Ellen Schiavone

Josh Leggett
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Bob Hammond
12 Virginia Thomas

13 Bob Walker

14 Gina Walsh

15 Bubba Hogge

15 Mary Francisco
20 Adam Fleet

21 Steve Montgomery
25 Bernard Thomas
25 Sue Beukenkamp

25 Wayne Evans

L.

Christmas Evé Worship

7:00 p.m.
With Communion




Cinderella Project Update

by Margaret Montgomery

Cinderella Donations:

The Cinderella Team reports the following items were donated and delivered to our 3
school clinics for the first semester in 2025 from our congregation. The next delivery will

be in late January 2026.

168 bottled water

28 refillable water bottles

106 underwear

226 feminine pads

328 tampons

207 hair ties

9 plastic combs

276 boxes of juice

19 deodorant

42 boxes and individual packs of tissues
10 cans and Lysol wipes

392 individual wrapped snacks
1 T-shirt

40 shorts and long pants/leggings
3 boxes of safety pins

75 floss picks and 2 dental floss

4 hand sanitizer

1 lotion

4 |large packages of sticky notes

23 chapsticks

362 individual mints for coughs

2 large boxes of gallon and quart bags, 290
sandwich bags for ice packs and other uses
7 packages of hand and body wipes

110 laundry pods to wash student clothing

Thank you for your reccent
donations delivered in November!




November Council Meeting Notes

Treasurer’s Report-Kristie: The amount in the Operating Fund as of 10/28 was
$9,661.97. Income Year to Date was 146,649.55. Expenses Year to Date were 157,774.55.
The 2026 budget was approved and will be reassessed throughout the year.

SPPR Report-Stan: Kristie’s Last Day as Administrative Assistant is expected to be
12/31/25. Interviews for the next Administrative assistant will begin on the 11/10 with 3
or 4 strong candidates. The new hire will be onboarded by 12/1 and will be trained by
Kristie. Kristie is willing to stay on as bookkeeper. Ceil, Stan, Cheryl and Kate attended
the Charge Conference on 10/26. An interim pastor is being sought and a short
discussion was had about putting together a committee to help transition the new
pastor. A short discussion was had about compensating worship leaders. The
Christmas love offering letter will be sent out soon. The offering will be collected by
12/7.

Trustees Report-Johnny Fleet: After 12/21the parsonage will empty. Improvements
to the house such as painting, bathroom improvements/repairs will be made during
that time. Estimates are being pulled together. Capital improvements are set at
about $10k and should be reassessed to reflect current prices.

Preschool-Olivia Jackson: A Christmas pageant will be held on 12/12 and a member
from Lower will welcome parents and guests. The preschool is very appreciative of all
of the volunteers that have helped the school thrive.

c‘._f-.> Angels are now on the tree
in the Fellowship Hall.

, , Angel Tree

’%s" DUEBACKBYI12/14

Poinsettia Remembrances
i g

Order Forms in Narthex

Due Back by 12/14
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Christmas 2025 Love Offering and
Pastor and Minjung Departure

Dear Church Family,

As we approach the joyous season of Christmas, we are reminded of the love, kindness, and
generosity that embody the spirit of this time of year. This season is an opportunity for us to
come together and express our gratitude and appreciation for Pastor Yosub and Minjung,
our Choir Director, Pianist, Administrative Assistant, and Custodian who serve our church
family with dedication and commitment throughout the year.

Our December 21Ist church service will be our final time to say goodbye to our beloved
Pastor Yosub and Minjung. We warmly invite you to join us in expressing our deepest
gratitude and love for Pastor Yosub and Minjung, who have faithfully served our church
community, and wish them a smooth transition to the new calling as an Air Force chaplain.

Please give as you feel led. Checks may be written to LUMC with an earmark “Christmas
Love” by Sunday December 7th. If you wish to give cash there are special gold envelopes in
the Narthex and on the cabinet at Sanctuary side entrance.

Thank you for your generosity and for being a part of our church family.
Wishing you all a blessed and Merry Christmas!

Rosabeth Heyman Ward, Staff Pastor Parish Committee
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1:30 Cast Reading

SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
6:00 4:30 Preschool
WeIIsprlng Embellish Chqpe| Time
6:00 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God's
Council Aroma Coffee Ministry
Meeting 4:00 Prayer Meeting
5:30 Worship
Committee
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Last Day for Love Offering|  6:00 4:30 Preschool
. ' Wellspring Embellish Chqpel Time
8:30 Choir Practice ‘ 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God's
9:15 Coffee Fellowship Aroma Coffee Ministry,
9:30 Adult S.unday Schoo 12:00 Martha-Sarah
10:30 Worship Circle Christmas
Luncehon
4:00 Prayer Meeting
1% 15 16 17 18 |19 120
Angel Tree Gifts Due Toys 4 Tots 4:30 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. God's News—
Poinsettia Orders Due Final Embellish Aroma Coffee Ministry letter
Collection Entr
8:30 Choir Practice . Y
. 4:00 Prayer Meeting Dead-
9:15 Coffee Fellowship 6:00 line
9:30 Adult Sunday Schoo|Wellspring
10:30 Worship
21 22 23 24 25 26 | 27
9:45 Gather 7:00
10:00 Breakfast Christmas Eve
10:30 Worship with Worship with
. ) Communion
Wiggle Worship
28 29 30 31
8:30 Choir Practice
9:15 Coffee Fellowship
9:30 Adult Sunday Schoo
10:30 Worship




The Lower Light

Lower United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 98
Hartfield, VA 23071

Contact Us:
804-776-6250

Email Us:
lumc@va.metrocast.net

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.lowerumc.org

And on Social Media:
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Sundays:

Choir Practice 8:30
Coffee Fellowship 9:15
Adult Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30

2nd Sundays:
Gather 9:45
Breakfast with Friends 10:00
Worship 10:30
with Wiggle Worship

Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday
9:00 -12:00
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